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A  C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  

At Messiah Lutheran School we live to discover and share the love of Jesus Christ through a 
quality Christian education.



 
We appreciate this opportunity to share the story of 
Messiah Lutheran School with you!  It is our privilege to 
partner with families as we achieve our mission of living to 
discover and share the love of Jesus Christ through a 
quality Christian education.  This mission was developed in 
collaboration with the families of our school and is at the 
heart of all we do.  What a joy it is to see our vision being 
fulfilled each and every day as the children at Messiah 
Lutheran School are prepared to make a difference in the 
way they Love, Learn, and Live for the rest of their lives. 
 
The information in this folder tells our story, and we invite 
you to be part of it!  We treasure each child entrusted to 
our care. Messiah Lutheran School is a ministry that 
carefully blends the highest educational standards with 
Christian character development in a family environment. 
 
Messiah Lutheran School is fully accredited through 
National Lutheran School Accreditation, and Missouri Non- 
Public School Accreditation. Our exceptional teachers have 
been regionally and nationally recognized for their 
creativity and dedication.   
 
We look forward to meeting you in person and giving you a 
personal tour of Messiah Lutheran School.  Our team 
recognizes that choosing a school for your family is a 
significant decision, so please let us know if there is 
additional information we can provide to you! 
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There's No Better Place 
For a Kid to Grow Up! 

 

-MESSIAH STUDENT 

 
We are blessed to lead children through this wonderful 
stage of development at Messiah Lutheran School.  Early 
Childhood students are like “open books.”  Knowing that 
we are helping them through the first few chapters of their 
lives is so rewarding!  Seeing the joy and enthusiasm 
through their eyes as they experience new things or 
overcome obstacles is an amazing experience!  We love 
that each day is an adventure where God helps us discover 
something new about each child! 
 
The staff at Messiah Lutheran School is dedicated to 
sharing the love of Christ with children. We are doing this 
work from the heart and truly enjoy connecting with the 
children and families that we meet. When you come to 
Messiah, you become family! 
 

S A R A H  K E L L Y  
E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  D I R E C T O R  

S K E L L Y @ M L S L I O N S . O R G  

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

FROM OUR EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR 



 
A caring, loving environment is critical for a young child’s success, and we 
strive to provide the best place for kids to learn and grow – physically, 
academically, and spiritually. We offer full-day and half-day classes 
designed to meet the needs of families. Two, three, and five day options 
are available. 
 
Teachers and staff work intentionally on building strong relationships with 
students in order to help them succeed as individuals. Self-regulation and 
function skills are woven throughout the day. At Messiah Lutheran School, 
your child will learn much more than ABC’s and 123’s – but a wealth of 
knowledge that will stay with them as they continue their learning 
adventures. 
 
 
 
- Connecting children to Jesus throughout the entire school day        
  and helping parents foster that important relationship at home. 
- Access to technology in each classroom via SmartBoard, iPads, and 
  other age-appropriate devices. 
- Teacher assistants in all classes. 
- Large Motor Room in The Square. 
- Natural playground environment designed specifically for exercise, 
  exploration, and socialization. 
- Buddy” projects with elementary students. 
- Environment where all curricular are uniquely woven throughout 
  the day to ensure maximum learning potential. 
 
Families often comment there is “something special and unique” about 
Messiah's Early Childhood program. Visitors are amazed at the calm, 
soothing environment we provide where all students achieve high levels of 
success. When teachers utilize a high level of research-based instructional 
tools & strategies, students succeed! Our staff receives special training 
and preparation in early childhood best practices and instructional 
methods. 
 
Come and see what makes the Early Childhood Program at Messiah 
Lutheran School special and unique. You and your child will love it here!

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
Early Preschool: Children who are age 2 by August 1. 
Preschool: Children who are age 3 by August 1. 
Pre-Kindergarten: Children who are age 4 by August 1. 

Unique characteristics of our Early Childhood program include:



Kindergarten at Messiah is fun!  Students have adventures with 
the Letter People, participate in science experiments, and learn 
through music, stories, and art.  Special events include: field 
trips to Daniel’s Farm, the St. Louis Zoo, and Flipside Gymnastics, 
a Thanksgiving feast and Letter People Day.  
In 1st grade, a large emphasis is placed on phonics. By the end 
of 1st grade the children are reading simple chapter books. 1st 
graders love special projects and learning their math facts. They 
work hard on creative writing and send their “Flat Friends” 
around the world to help them learn about the great world that 
God created! 
2nd graders learn the writing process through individual 
projects, grow in their math knowledge and fact skills, learn 
compassion through shopping for Christmas presents for 
underprivileged kids, and visit nursing homes. They also shoot 
hoops for correct answers in the classroom and study famous 
musicals throughout the year. Other favorites from 2nd grade 
are Colonial Day and the opportunity to produce, direct & act in 
their very own production of Stone Soup.
All K-2 students learn from iPad’s in the classroom as well as 
using the technology lab. They develop a personal relationship 
with Jesus through daily Bible Study, devotions, prayer time, and 
weekly chapel services.

K-2 

Here are a few of the many special events and projects that 3rd-5th 
grade students experience: 
 

3rd graders look forward to mini-economy, the real life wax 
museum, student powerpoint presentations, and family history 
projects. 
4th graders at Messiah conduct science experiments, including 
flower dissections, research and present information on an 
animal they saw at their Zoo field trip, and visit Hannibal for a 
day of old-time Missouri fun. 
Messiah 5th graders create cars powered by mousetraps, build 
their own rockets, visit Jefferson City, and research/ write a full 
term paper for the first time.  
 All 3-5 students have a Chromebook for use at school as well as 
a Google account for Google classroom usage.  Connecting our 
students to Jesus Christ comes throughout the curriculum, 
including unique devotional time, prayer time, weekly chapel 
services, and Bible study.

3-5 

Early elementary students love that Messiah 
Lutheran School is a safe, fun place that feels 
like a second home! In our nurturing 
environment, K-2 grade students thrive.

3rd-5th graders begin to expand their depth of 
learning through projects, group work, & 
independent studies.  3rd-5th grade students 
also continue with classes in vocabulary, spelling, 
spanish, art, P.E., and grammar.



Messiah middle school students continue their learning in 6th-8th 
grade with a departmental educational experience.  Middle school 
students attend five core classes daily, taught by a uniquely 
qualified teacher in that field of expertise. 
  
 
Middle school math curriculum is Saxon Math based. Students 
finish their eighth grade year completing Algebra, which fully 
equips them for high school math. 
 
 
Middle school science includes earth science, biology, and finishes 
with chemistry and physics. Science classes are located in 
Messiah's state-of-the-art lab. 
 
 
Middle school literature is primarily novel based with students 
reading the classics, as well as contemporary literature. 
 
 
Middle school writing teaches students to learn to use the Six 
Traits of Writing to compose various types of writing such as 
narrative, expository, argument, description,and poetry.  They also 
learn to conduct research and cite information. 
      
 
Our Social studies curriculum covers both world history and 
American history. Students process their learning through group 
and individual projects as well as utilizing multi-media. 
 
 
6th grade camp is a highlight of middle school. Students spend 
three days and two nights at Camp Wartburg doing individual and 
team challenges such as zip-lining, high/low rope courses, camp 
fires, storytelling, devotions, games, and more. 
 
Middle school students continue their growth with classes in 
vocabulary, spelling, Spanish, art, P.E., and grammar. All middle 
school students have a Chromebook for use at school as well as a 
Google account for Google classroom usage.  Students are 
connected to Jesus through both classroom Bible Study, weekly 
chapel services, and full middle school Bible study.

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

Math 
 
 
 
 
Science 
 
 
 
 
Literature 
 
 
 
Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Education



STUDENT 
LIFE
Our fine art programs provide students opportunities  
to use their creative, expressive God-given abilities. 
- Art 
- Strings 
- Band 
- Music 
- Drama: Early childhood-2nd grade Christmas drama.     
  3-5th musical. Middle School musical. Chapel skits. 
 
 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics is 
integrated throughout our students' day. We also have 
opportunities for students to go to the next level. 
- Robotics 
- Academic Bowl 
- Media Booth Operation 
- Year Book 
- Spelling/Geography Bees 
 
 
Messiah Lutheran School is a member of the Lutheran 
Conference for Greater St. Louis. The following sports 
are currently offered: 
- Co-ed Cross Country (K-8th)  
- Boys and Girls Track and Field (5th-8th) 
- Co-ed Soccer (JV & Varsity) 
- Girls Volleyball (5th-8th) 
- Boys Volleyball (7th-8th) 
- Boys Basketball (3rd-8th) 
- Girls Basketball (3rd-8th) 
- Girls Cheerleading (5th-8th) 
 
 
Diverse leadership opportunities and after-school clubs 
offer many options for students to explore their 
interests:  
- Student Council 
- Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
- Year Book 
- Service Projects 
- Baking Club 
 
   
 



FACT 
SHEET
F A C U L T Y  &  
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

18 full-time educators 
11 with Master’s degrees 
17 part-time teachers/aides 

E N R O L L M E N T  
97 students in Early Childhood  
2 year old preschool 
3 year old preschool  
4 year old pre-kindergarten 
227 students in Kindergarten - 8th grade 

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D
Morning and full-day classes for 2, 3, 4 and 5 
year olds. 
Flexible scheduling options to meet family 
needs. 

E L E M E N T A R Y  &  
M I D D L E  S C H O O L  C L A S S  S I Z E  

Average class size is 20 students. 
Teachers’ aides in kindergarten classes.

Numbers don't tell the entire story, 
but they certainly tell part of it!  
 

T E C H N O L O G Y
1 to 1 Chromebook/Laptop Technology in 3-8 grade classrooms. 
3 Ipad Mobile Labs for educational apps and video production. 
Desktop Computer Lab.  
Smartboards® in all Preschool – 8th grade level classrooms. 
Technology integrated across curriculum. 

S U P P L E M E N T A L  C L A S S E S  &  
R E S O U R C E S

Well-equipped art room. 
State-of-the-art science lab. 
Academic Spanish taught in grades 1-8. 
Multipurpose gym. 
Full-service cafeteria with healthy entrees, salads, milk and 
juice. 
Part-time Learning Consultant staffs Resource Program to 
work with students who need additional time and support. 
2 playgrounds (including fitness play) customized to meet 
recreation needs of students at differing ages. 
Full size soccer. 

L O V E .  L E A R N .  L I V E .  
LOVE: Students develop a vibrant loving 
relationship with Jesus Christ.
LEARN: Students experience an excellent 
education in a loving Christian community.
LIVE: Students live to make a difference in the 
world for Jesus Christ. 

A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E  
Review/revise curriculum in  core subjects every five years 
with corresponding upgrades in instructional materials. 
Nationally recognized Blue Ribbon School. 
Annual academic achievement is among top scores in the area,
state and nation. 
Accreditation through National Lutheran School.
Accreditation and Missouri Nonpublic School Accrediting 
Association.  



MORE THAN A SCHOOL 

I vividly remember the anxiety I felt when it was time to 
decide where to send our oldest daughter to Kindergarten. 
We had three good options: 1) Public school 
2) Private school 3) Home school. 
 
I did a ton of research. I spoke to parents. I spoke to 
students. I visited schools. Justin and I wanted our girls to be 
in an environment where they would thrive academically and 
also be supported and encouraged to be the unique child 
God created. Above all, we knew we did not want a one-size- 
fits-all approach to education. I thank God every day that we 
chose Messiah Lutheran School. 
 
Here's what I want you to know about Messiah... 
 
The faculty truly cares. They are smart, creative, and 
dedicated to each student. When issues arise, the staff is 
open and willing to do what's needed. They are truly partners
in raising our children. 
 
My girls feel safe at Messiah. It has become their second 
home. The campus was carefully crafted to offer natural light 
and beautiful views of God's creation. I love that there are 
purposeful nooks and crannies for kids to explore and utilize 
for learning. The school is not a big, scary building, it's a 
creative, inspirational, safe space. 
 
Messiah has helped my girls become confident, considerate 
and creative problem solvers. While I am thrilled with their 
academic achievements, I am more proud that my children 
have developed a poise and positive attitude about life. 
Messiah has taught them that it's ok to laugh at themselves 
and make mistakes. They view themselves as children of God 
with a responsibility to also be loving citizens of the world. 
 
Messiah is definitely more than a school. It's also our 
community and our family. And we'd love to have you be part
of it! 
 
 

BY MESSIAH MOM,  
LAURA FLEETWOOD 

IS IT WORTH IT? 
BY MESSIAH DAD,  
RUSS SCHINDEHETTE 

They say there are two things that are free in this world, air 
and public education.   We chose  air!  This fall we start our 
13th year of paying tuition at Messiah Lutheran School.  I start 
out by saying that because the decision to send your child to a 
private school is a big commitment of both time and money.   
The first thing most people want to know, is it worth it?   
Without hesitation I say yes.       
 
As a product of public school I was slow to embrace a tuition 
payment for kindergarten.  But with some "encouragement" 
from my wife, we embarked on a journey and haven't looked 
back.   
 
When we initially toured Messiah we were impressed with the 
staff, facility and structure of their academics.    As time went 
on that only improved as we became closer with the staff and 
families and watched our school gain national recognition as a 
Blue  Ribbon School.    As important as academics are, the 
thing that surprised us the most about our decision to send 
our three daughters here was the sense of belonging.  It's one 
thing to attend a school, it's another to be a part of it. As 
parents, we have enjoyed participating and supporting the 
school with other parents who share our same values and 
priorities. 
 
Messiah has afforded our girls the opportunity to grow up in 
an environment that acknowledges Jesus as their Savior while 
emphasizing a strong education.  As a Lutheran School, 
Messiah puts service before self, a life lesson that can't be 
emphasized enough. Through student council, local mission 
projects and other school events, my girls have become smart, 
confident, caring and compassionate young ladies. We will be 
lifetime supporters of this wonderful school & church.   
 
 
  
 
  


